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The July 1, 2009 regular meeting was called to order by Mayor Petillo at 
6:35 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 111River Styx Road, Hopatcong. NJ. 
 
Mayor Petillo announced this meeting is held in accordance with the 1975 
Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4.6 et seq., annual notice having 
been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald/New Jersey Sunday Herald, the 
Daily Record, The Star Ledger, and posted on the bulletin board 
maintained in the Municipal Building for public announcements. 
 
ROLL CALL. Councilmembers present: Richard Bunce, Michael Francis, 
Marie Galate, Madeline McManus & John Young. Others present: Attorney 
John Ursin, Administrator Catherine Steinel & Acting Deputy Clerk Laura 
Burns. 
Mayor Petillo reported that this would be the last time for them to excuse 
Bob Modick 

• Resolution to respectfully excuse R. Modick, moved by Francis, 
seconded by Young.  The vote was unanimous.    

 
Council President Galate moved resolution for closed session at 6:39 
p.m., seconded by Francis.  The vote was unanimous. Mayor Petillo 
announced that matters to be discussed pertained to contracts: PBA & 
Cellular Tower. 
    
Continue open session at 7:34 p.m. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Petillo asked those present to remember Bob Modick who served 
this community all of his life.  Mayor Petillo offered condolences to the 
Modick family and Estelle Klein. He noted that Bob would always be 
remembered and that they did excuse him tonight for the last time. 
  

• #249.09 Resolution – Appointing Laura Burns Acting Deputy Clerk. 
Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – 
Bunce, Galate, Francis, McManus, Young.  

• Mayor Petillo – Read Proclamation . U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 70th 
Anniversary. 

    
SALE OF PROPERTY Ordinance No. 21.2009: Councilman Bunce 
conducted the sale of property as per Ordinance No. 21.2009. 

• Resolution . #250.2009 Block 60001 Lot 1. Accept Bid from PSE & 
G in the amount of the Minimum Bid of $210,000.00. Motioned by 
Bunce, seconded by Francis. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Francis, 
Galate, McManus, Young. 

• Resolution . #251.2009 Block 60001 Lot 11. Accept Bid from PSE 
&G in the amount of the Minimum Bid of $78,500.00. Motioned by 
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Bunce, seconded by Francis. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Francis, 
Galate, McManus, Young. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:        Meeting open to public for comments on items on the 
agenda for which no public discussion is provided. (Comments limited to 
5 minutes).  Mara Modes inquired about check #26785 a trip to Garfield. 
Council President Galate said that her guess was that it was a senior trip, 
and she could verify that with the purchasing clerk. Ms. Modes also 
inquired about check #26806, and was informed that it pertained to a 
computer service update. Mrs. Modes questioned the check to the Yacht 
Club for fireworks.  Mayor Petillo responded that all four towns around 
the lake made a contribution every year.    
Louise Bagby inquired about Executive/Closed Sessions.  Mr. Ursin 
explained the allowable issues under the Open Public Meetings Act, which 
can be discussed during an Executive Session, and that the Law requires 
that the Governing Body specify what items will be discussed prior to 
proceeding into Closed Session.  Mr. Ursin also informed those present 
that minutes of Executive Sessions are taken, and that these minutes are 
released to the public when the matter has been resolved; there are a few 
exceptions to releasing Executive minutes.  Regarding a question about 
the frequency of Closed Session, Mr. Ursin responded that it is his 
experience that almost every municipality has these, most have one 
scheduled at every meeting. 
Mrs. Bagby said she noticed different attorney fees on the bill list. Mr. 
Ursin noted that various departments required legal Counsel, and that 
several different firms are represented for the Boards. Mrs. Bagby wanted 
to know about the bill for the purchase of sewer allocation. Mr. Ursin 
explained that Hopatcong was pursuing a Stimulus Grant to expand the 
sewer system; however this did not come to fruition.    
Susan Jones questioned the 5% give back on medical insurance. She 
wanted to know if they were also voting on giving themselves a raise.  
Mayor Petillo responded that no, the salary stays the same, only change 
number 2, which is for health insurance.   
Council President Galate moved to close open portion of the meeting, 
seconded by Bunce. The vote was unanimous. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:        Regular meeting for May 6, 2009.  
Councilperson Young asked that this matter be held until an amendment 
could be made.  Councilman Young moved to hold minutes of May 6, 
2009, seconded by Bunce.  The vote was unanimous. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 

PARIS Grant – Administrator Steinel reported on her meeting with Dan 
Freed, Sussex County Records Manager, and the award of grant 
monies from the State.  Mr. Freed would be contacting the Municipal 
Clerk to formulate a plan on how to proceed in this matter. 
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Millennium  Strategies – Mrs. Steinel informed those present that she 
requested that our grant writers prepare a letter of intent for a “Green 
Grant”; funding can be used to retro.fit lighting in public buildings as 
well as replacing old HVAC systems.  If the Letter of Intent is accepted, 
a formal grant application would be filed.  Mrs. Steinel thanked 
Councilperson Francis for the valuable information he provided for 
this project. 
Bulk Sticker Policy – A draft policy as it relates to the ordinance has 
been prepared by Administrator Steinel, and distributed to the 
members of the Governing Body for review.  In addition, Mrs.  Steinel 
recapped this draft policy for the public in attendance; noting in 
particular that the Borough DPW would be collecting white goods, 
which would now have green stickers. (Policy attached to written 
minutes). 
Ordinance Amendment Recycling – There is no longer a drop off of 
Bulk items at the Recycling Center; all items will be collected at curb 
side by either DPW or garbage contractor with appropriate sticker 
attached.  
Ordinance Amendment Chapter 205.11 . Administrator Steinel 
reported that currently Road Opening Permits were assigned to the 
Municipal Clerk.  She is recommending that the Construction Official 
be authorized to perform this duty; the Building Department has the 
knowledge, and provides the checks and balances necessary to 
effectively oversee this function.  Mrs. Steinel requested the Borough 
Attorney to provide an ordinance change for the next meeting. Mr. 
Ruschke agreed that the change was appropriate. Mrs. Steinel 
remarked that she would also review the escrow amount for this 
permit because a fee should be charged for the Construction Official’s 
time during the inspections.  
Inter.Local Agreements – It was noted that the current agreements are 
coming due over the next couple of months; Administrator Steinel 
advised the Governing Body that she is proceeding with negotiations 
for renewal.  In addition, she is exploring a new agreement with 
Jefferson Township regarding shared equipment. 
Lake Hopatcong – Mrs. Steinel has contacted the three other 
communities as well as Morris & Sussex Counties to meet and discuss 
the concerns pertaining to Lake Hopatcong. A letter was also directed 
to the DEP, which invited the Commissioner to visit Lake Hopatcong 
and get a firsthand look at the lake conditions.   Mayor Petillo revealed 
that the State did provide $68,000 to the Lake Commission, however 
that is not adequate. 
Painting Mural on Bus Shelter – Conceptual Glazing has graciously 
offered to paint a mural on the Maxim Drive bus shelter; currently it is 
covered with graffiti.  Mrs. Steinel informed those present that the 
mural would depict sail boat racing.  
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Review Fees – Administrator Steinel commented that she was looking 
at the Code Book to see which fees require increases or decreases, as  
well as what new fees could be established, i.e. filming, motel/hotel 
tax. Some of the new ordinances would also help to protect the 
Borough by establishing criteria.   
Mr. Ursin said that it was an appropriate time to mention the renewed 
interest in the Cellular Tower site on Stanhope/Sparta Road.  A 
contract was signed in 2005 with Cingular Wireless who has been 
brought out by A T & T Wireless; they have expressed an interest in 
moving forward with this project.  He would keep the Council updated 
in this matter. 
Councilwoman McManus asked for a report regarding the dates 
garbage bids were received by the Borough from the contractors; one 
envelope was missing.  Also wants a legal opinion of the $8 fee for 
bulk pickup that is going to the hauler. Councilmember McManus 
reported that she wanted the official response from Mr. Ursin in 
writing.   Councilmember McManus said that as a Council they voted 
to collect the $10 fee, which was coming to the town. An amendment 
to the bid specs was sent out, which altered how this fee was being 
distributed; $8 is now going to the contractor.  Council did not vote 
on this change.  Mr. Ursin commented that the fee was established in 
the ordinance, and due to timeliness of matters pertaining to bid 
specifications this fee was changed to meet bid requirements; there 
was not time to have the Governing Body approve the change. The 
Governing Body ratifies the bid specifications, and addendums when 
the contact is awarded.   Mr. Ursin said he would be providing a 
written opinion regarding the fee issue to Mrs. McManus. Mrs. Steinel 
said that she understands that the OPRA request was for the bid 
envelopes, and one was not located.  These are usually stamped, 
unless they are handed in prior to the close of the bid opening.  She 
asked Mr. Ursin to see if he would check with the other professionals 
to see if the bid envelope was inadvertently left in their office. Mr. 
Ruschke revealed that when we went out to bid the bid specs reflected 
the existing bulk policy. However, during the bid process we changed 
the policy, and the addendums were required to reflect the policy 
changes.   This $8 fee provided to the contractor is to provide a 
realistic price in the bid for the collection of bulk items.  He thought 
that this change was mentioned in a previous meeting either in the 
Engineer’s or Administrator’s report.  
    

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 
Sewer Allocation – Mr. Ruschke said that there was one item he wanted to 
explain to the governing body because there had been some questions. 
He spoke about the Musconetcong Sewer Authority and that Hopatcong’s 
maximum sewer allocation is 580,000 gallons, which was planned for 
Phases I & II. Hopatcong has approximately 13% of the flow that goes to 
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the MSA, and receives two bills; operational costs and capital costs.  If the 
Borough uses less than the 580,000 gallons, a refund is forthcoming; 
these monies are returned to the Sewer account.  Mr. Ruschke provided a 
table pertaining to the unused sewer allocation; some were due to homes 
not connected, while others were vacant land. He noted that some of the 
allocation was being set aside for potential developers.  Mr. Ruschke 
explained that the average usage was 480,000 gallons per day, and that 
the unused allocation which was reserved was about 10%.  Therefore 
Hopatcong is essentially maxed out.  However, the MSA plant is 
underutilized, operating at about 58% capacities, no point for alarm if 
Hopatcong needs additional allocation.   
Councilmember McManus questioned correspondence pertaining to a 
water permit.  Mr. Ruschke explained that this was a pilot test for various 
wells; DEP approved the application following a modification they 
requested. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  :  :  :  All items with an (*) are considered to be routine by 
the Members of the Borough Council and will be enacted on by one 
motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Council member so requests in which event the item will be removed 
from the general order of business and considered in its normal 
sequence on the agenda. 

A. #252.09 Approve Payment of Escrows.* 
B. #253.09 Approve Outside Lien Redemption Certificate #2006010 

in the amount of $16,908.81 plus premium in the amount of 
$8,200.* 

C. Approve Refund for B41001L31 Due to Exempt Status for 2008 & 
Cancellation of 2009 taxes.* 

D. #254.09 Approve Refund for 2nd Quarter 2009 Taxes for B31603 
L4.* 

E. #255.09 Approve Execution of Agreement with Space Wild 
Animal Inc. for Deer Carcasses removal through Sept. 30, 2010.* 

F. #256.09Approve Supporting the Over the Limit Under Arrest 
2009 Statewide Crackdown.* 

G. #257.09 Approve Fireman S. Marusiak for Defiance Co. #3.* 
 
Consent agenda motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Vote was 
unanimous. 
    
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

A. #258.09 Ord. #26.2009 ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
HOPATCONG, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO 
REPLACE SECTION 43.6B OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
HOPATCONG REGARDING COMPENSATION OF THE GOVERNING 
BODY. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Francis. Roll Call Vote: YES YES YES YES 
– Bunce, Francis Galate, Young. NAYNAYNAYNAY – McManus.  
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B. #259.09 Ord. #27.2009 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 
201.4 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG 
REGARDING SOLID WASTE. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by 
Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, Francis, McManus, 
Young.  

      
RESOLUTIONS: 

A. #260.09 Approve Amendment to Temporary Budget . General. 
Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – 
Bunce, Galate, Francis, Young. NAYNAYNAYNAY – McManus.  

B. #261.09 Approve Payment of Bills following the removal of 
checks #26771 & #26773. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by 
Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, Francis, McManus, 
Young.  

C. #262.09 Authorize payment of checks #26771 & #26773. 
Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – 
Bunce, Galate, Francis, Young. ABSTAINEDABSTAINEDABSTAINEDABSTAINED – McManus.  

D. #263.09 Authorize 2009.2010 Liquor License Renewals for the 
following: Northwood Inn. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by 
Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, Francis, McManus, 
Young.  

E. #264.09 Accept 2008 Report of Audit. There were no 
recommendations in the 2008 Audit. Motioned by Bunce, 
seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, Francis, 
McManus, Young.  

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Commercial Sprinklers/Meters.  Rob Lawler the Water/Sewer 
Supervisor was present for this discussion.  Mr. Lawler explained 
the problem with non.payment of fees. Those present discussed 
potential solutions; permitting an extension by allowing residents 
to send in a smaller payment amount. Those present agreed that 
Mr. Lawler should send out letters to delinquent accounts setting 
parameters for this collection of monies due. Councilman Bunce 
moved to authorize Mr. Lawler to mail certified letters to the 
customers offering them an alternative for a period of up to 16 
payments, seconded by Galate.  Those present voted affirmative.  
Another issue Mr. Lawler addressed pertaining to sewer allocation 
fees; there are 27 people who are not paying their quarterly sewer 
fees.  Mr. Ursin revealed that the ordinance provides loss of 
allocation for non.payment.  He recommended that Mr. Lawler 
send certified letters informing these individuals that this matter 
would be listed on the September 2nd agenda and if payment was 
not received the Sewer Supervisor would recommend that their 
sewer allocation be revoked as per ordinance.  Councilperson 
Bunce moved authorization, seconded by Galate.  All voted in 
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favor, except for McManus who voted no.  Mrs. Steinel reported 
that she met with the Tax Collector & Mr. Lawler to talk about 
delinquent sewer payments; explained that it was necessary to 
mail out shut off notices because outstanding sewer revenues 
exceed $525,000, water is approximately $17,000.  These 
outstanding accounts have gone to Tax Sale in the past, which has 
been fairly successful. The bills are from 2008 through 2009, and 
have been delinquent for 6 quarters; the Tax Collector is 
recommending that shut off notices be mailed to those on the 
water system. The others would go to Tax Sale.  Mayor Petillo 
remarked that residents come to her office because they are 
unable to pay all 3 bills (taxes, water & sewer); chose not to pay 
the sewer bill because of their economic situation. Councilwoman 
McManus would prefer all of these go to Tax Sale.  She questioned 
if turning off water would become a health issue.  Mr. Ursin 
responded yes, there were specific provisions that needed to be 
addressed if the water is shut off; the ordinance provides 
guidance in this matter. Mr. Ursin informed those present that the 
Governing Body could direct these notices to be sent out as either 
shut off (where appropriate) or direct all to Tax Sale.  Because of 
the difference of opinions, it should be made clear how the 
governing body wants this policy decision to be made.  The 
Administrator would have latitude to deal with extreme 
circumstances on a case.by.case basis. Councilman Bunce moved 
that the Water Department mail 60 day shut off notice warnings, 
seconded by Francis.  McManus voted no, all others voted 
affirmative. 

B. Appoint Celina Phelps to the Environmental Commission, 
information only.  Mayor Petillo thanked Mrs. Phelps for serving. 

C. Request from S. Polanish to hold fireworks display on July 4, 2009 
at Hudson Farm Club, Inc.  Since Mr. Ursin represents Mr. Polanish 
and Hudson Farm, he took no part in this application.  Mrs. Steinel 
commented that the Fire Marshall has been working with Mr. 
Polanish on this application, and that all State and local 
requirements would be met prior to the award of the permit. 
Councilperson Bunce moved approval, contingent upon approval 
from the Fire Marshall.   The vote was unanimous. 

D. Request to amend ordinance pertaining to dogs in public parks 
and on athletic fields.  Mayor Petillo read a letter asking for the 
use of public parks and fields during off hours; amend current 
ordinance permitting dogs the use of fields and parks. 
Councilperson Francis requested a copy of the current ordinance 
so that it could be reviewed and discussed at the next meeting. 
Mayor Petillo informed those present that this is not the first letter 
she has received requesting that dogs have access to parks and 
recreation fields. This matter would be listed on the next agenda 
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for discussion and forwarded to the Recreation Commission for 

their comments. 

E. Vacancy Rule.  Mayor Petillo requested that Mr. Ursin explain this 
matter.  Mr. Ursin explained that once a vacancy occurs the Party 
Committee, in this case Republican Party compiles a list of three 
names to present to the Council within 15 days of the vacancy.  
The Council than chooses one of these three individuals to fill the 

position by a simple majority vote.  They serve until the November 
General Election when a Special Election is held to fill the vacancy 
until the term expires.    

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Councilmember Young reported that the Summer 
Recreation Program has 62 campers, which is a decrease over last year. In 
addition, the program for 2009 would be self.supporting; something the 
Recreation Commission has been working very hard at accomplishing. 
Councilman Young also informed those present that the replacement 
panels have been ordered for the Skate Park.   
    

PUBLIC COMMENT:    (comments limited to 5 minutes). Lorraine Everard 

resides at 109 Rollins Trail thanked the Recreation Commission for 

ordering the replacement parts for the Skate Park; she knows that the 
children miss not having the use of the facility.  Mrs. Everard questioned 
who on Council has used the bulk stickers, and noted that she sees more 
dumping throughout the Borough. Councilman Bunce responded that he 
had.  She also said that the $8 going to the contractor if every household 
purchased one sticker would be $48,000.  Mayor Petillo pointed out that 
the contractor had to pay for the disposal of the bulk items.  Mrs. Everard 
said that homeowners now have to pay as much as $30 more a year for 
garbage disposal; last year they could put out at the curb whatever they 
wanted at no cost.  Mayor Petillo informed those present that the $10 
sticker fee was going to be in place even if the Borough still collected 
garbage; this policy was instituted to keep other municipalities from 
dumping off their items at the Hopatcong Recycling Center.  
Mr. Rehe resides on Nariticong Avenue and asked Councilwoman 
McManus the purpose of her going down to the DPW and telling the 
employees that he would not sign her sister’s petition.  Councilwoman 
McManus responded that she doesn’t know what Mr. Rehe is talking 
about because she certainly did not do that.  If someone said that she did 
that person should come forward or Mr. Rehe should produce their name. 
Mr. Ursin commented that Mr. Rehe should move on because his question 
was asked and answered by Mrs. McManus.  
Mara Modes inquired how come minutes are approved out of order. 
Mayor Petillo referred her to Ms. Stark. Mrs. Modes also questioned if 
minutes shouldn’t be approved sooner.  Council President Galate 
explained the process, and that if there are corrections minutes are held 
until the next meeting; minutes are not released until they have been 
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approve by the Governing Body. Council President Galate remarked that 
our minutes were also available on the web and were probably more up.
to.date than other municipalities in Sussex County.  Mr. Ursin noted that 
minutes are the memoralization of what took place at the meeting; 
minutes are not the approval of action at the meeting, only a summary of 
what happened at the meeting. 
Sal Guglielmello reported that there was an upcoming vehicle auction, 
and he did not see the listing on the Hopatcong web site; something they 
might want to do along with Governmentdeals.com site.  Regarding dogs 
in the parks he reminded them what Dale Sloat said about people not 
cleaning up after their animals during the rabies clinic; being on the 
Recreation Commission and a soccer coach, he would not recommend 

dogs be permitted on the athletic fields, maybe okay in the parks.  
Mr. Rehe of 501 Nariticong Avenue asked if there was a problem with an 
office duty police officer being in a bar with his uniform on.  Mr. Ursin 
commented that this matter would be brought to Chief Swanson’s 
attention to see if there is a policy regarding the wearing of uniforms off 
duty. 
Margaret Dam from Blackfoot Trail wished to know the definition of 

‘bulk’; she called the DPW about an ironing board and was told that this 
item was considered bulk.  She thinks it is ridiculous to pay $10 to 
dispose of an ironing board.  Mayor Petillo noted that there was a listing 
in the newsletter that was mailed in January describing what bulk items 
were.  Mrs. Dam would like to see ‘bulk’ better defined.  Regarding the 
sewer surplus at the end of the year, Mrs. Dam wanted to know if this 
money is refunded to the sewer users. Mr. Ursin said that it was returned 
to sewer surplus, and that there was a certain amount of surplus 
necessary each year to cover the utility due to non.payment of bills.  
Administrator Steinel explained that our sewer usage could also exceed 
our maximum and the surplus could cover those costs. 
Louise Bagby wanted to say something about having tax sales and 
evaluating people’s inability to pay sewer bills; it’s hard to manage how 
everyone is paying their fair share, especially in this difficult time when 
even those with jobs are feeling a financial pinch. She also spoke about 
her perception that things are being discussed in Executive Session 
weren’t always what should have been discussed, and that the public 
wasn’t receiving all of the information.  Her point was that she wanted 
the Council to be very careful before homes were disconnected from the 
water system.  

Mara Modes commented about dogs, and that it doesn’t matter how well 
an owner cleans up, there is always something left behind. She suggested 
a dog park as a solution.  Mayor Petillo revealed that a dog park location 
was discussed for the better part of eight months; the outcome was that 
this was not feasible.  

Bill O’Connor from 128 Idalroy Trail said that he agrees that dogs should 
not be permitted on the athletic fields; he is a dog owner and would like 
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to see a place where they could go, but not athletic fields. He reported 
that the real reason he came this evening was to publicly thank Lorraine 
Everard for volunteering in the Construction Department; Department 
Heads have been asked to do more with less, and Lorraine has been a 
tremendous help.  Mayor Petillo informed those present that Lorraine is 
one of the volunteers that come to Borough regularly. She noted that we 
have other volunteers from time to time, National Honor Society Students 
that come occasionally.  Mayor Petillo thanked all of these volunteers; we 
appreciate all of their help.    
 

Councilperson Bunce moved to close the open portion of the meeting, 
seconded by Galate.  The vote was unanimous. 
  

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Council President Galate thanked everyone for 
coming this evening, and congratulated Michael Francis for his being 
appointed by Governor Corzine to the Highlands Council.  She also spoke 
about Bob Modick, and the difficult time he had this year due to health 
issues; despite his illness he attended 8 of the 16 meetings as well as the 
special insurance meeting.   Bob was an active Fireman for 56 years and 
served on the Board of Health for over 30 years; he was a true icon in the 
Borough of Hopatcong.  Council President Galate said that she will truly 
miss him.  Regarding the questions pertaining to Executive Sessions, she 
remarked that it might be helpful to those individuals to take a Civics 
course from Rutgers, which is not just offered to elected officials.   
Councilmember Francis thanked the people for coming this evening. He 
said that he made the motion to excuse Bob for the last time this 

evening. He and Bob ran together and spent many hours together; he will 
miss his wisdom and down to earth attitude.  

Councilperson Young thanked everyone for coming, and hope to see 
them at Hopatcong Days.  He knew Bob Modick since he was a young 
boy.  Bob was a lifetime member of this town, and volunteer of this town, 
and he will be greatly missed. 
Councilwoman McManus congratulated Mike Francis on his appointment 
to the Highlands Council, and encouraged him to continue with the Solar   
Project.  Councilperson McManus reported that she knew Mr. Modick as 
an acquaintance, but her daughter knew him better, and he was always 
kind to her.  She had a great deal of respect and always addressed him as 
Mr. Modick.  Although they didn’t always agree on an issue, Mr. Modick 
was well prepared, and she knew that he had read and digested the 
information prior to the vote.  Councilwoman McManus was out of town 
for the funeral, and extended her sympathies to Estelle Klein and the 
Modick Family.   
Councilmember Bunce congratulated the Coast Guard Auxiliary for their 
70 years, and told Michael Francis that he was proud of him for being 
appointed to the Highlands Council; they are very fortunate to have him 
as a member.  He reminded everyone that Hopatcong Days were being 
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held on July 11th & 12th, wished all a Happy Independence Day and hoped 
that residents would fly their flags and keep the veterans in mind during 
this time.  Regarding Bob Modick, Councilman Bunce commented that he 
always treated people with respect, and that he will be missed very much. 
The Borough of Hopatcong will always remember him for his service and 
dedication. 

Mayor Petillo congratulated Michael Francis, she is very proud of him for 
being appointed to the Highlands Council. She also congratulated the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary for their 70 years.  Pertaining to some incorrect 
information about snow plowing; there are 21 employees that would be 
responsible for snow removal. This includes DPW and Water/Sewer 
employees, not 11 as reported.  Hopatcong will remove snow & plow the 
same as in the past; there has not been a change in our snow removal 
policy.  In addition, Suburban is not snow plowing, it is not part of their 
contact with the Borough.  Mayor Petillo would like the residents to have 
the correct information, not incorrect information.  Mayor Petillo stated 
that she enjoyed working with Bob, he was always well prepared, and was 
truly a gentleman.  He will be missed by the residents and friends alike. 
She thanked the residents for coming and said good night. 
 

Council President Galate moved to adjourn at 10:50 p.m., seconded by 
Bunce.  Those present voted affirmative. 
 

Respectfully submitted:    


