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The September 2, 2009 regular meeting was called to order by Mayor 
Petillo at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 111 River Styx Road, 
Hopatcong, NJ. 

 

Mayor Petillo announced this meeting is held in accordance with the 1975 
Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-6 et seq., annual notice having 
been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald/New Jersey Sunday Herald, the 
Daily Record, The Star Ledger, and posted on the bulletin board 
maintained in the Municipal Building for public announcements. 
 

ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers present – Howard Baker, Richard Bunce, 
Michael Francis, Marie Galate, Madeline McManus & John Young.  Others 
present:  Attorney John Ursin and Clerk Lorraine Stark. 
    

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Petillo spoke about the classroom make over and acknowledge: 
Danielle Kovach, third grade teacher from Tulsa Trail Elementary School, 
the winner of a $10,000 classroom makeover for “Got 2B Safe” Program. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:        Meeting open to public for comments on items on the 
agenda for which no public discussion is provided. (Comments limited to 
5 minutes).  Toni Haines asked if the maximum salaries have been 

increased from last year and by what percentage.  Mr. Ursin remarked 
that the 2009 salaries have not been determined; that was going to be 
discussed tonight by the Administrator.   The ordinance establishes the 
range for each title.  Ms. Stark reported that the maximum had been 
raised. Mrs. Haines said she wanted to know by what percent, and if they 
were going to vote on something they didn’t know the percentage of.  Mr. 

Ursin commented that the percentage of increase was not relevant 
because the governing body would be voting on an actual salary. Mrs. 

Haines stated that she did not think Council should be voting on this 
tonight.  Mayor Petillo informed those present that there would be a 
couple of items tabled since the Administrator was not present.  
Alex Martinez said that it would make things clearer if the paperwork had 
the old salary ranges so that everyone could see the increase. 

Greg Mason inquired about the Bond Anticipation Note for the Sewer 
Utility in the amount of $86,000.  Mayor Petillo revealed that this was a 
debt that was being turned over for items purchased in 2004 & 2005, not 
a new debt.    

Council President Galate moved to bring the discussion back to the 
governing body, seconded by Bunce.  The vote was unanimous. 
 

Mayor Petillo introduced the new Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Charles 
Maranzano, Jr. and several members of the Board of Education. She 
welcomed Dr. Maranzano and wished him well.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:        Regular/work meeting June 17, 2009, moved by 
Bunce, seconded by Galate.  Roll Call Vote:  YES YES YES YES –––– Bunce, Galate, Francis & 
Young.  ABSTAINED ABSTAINED ABSTAINED ABSTAINED ––––    Baker & McManus.  Minutes for special budget 
meeting March 23, 2009, moved by Bunce, seconded by Galate.  Roll Call 
Vote:  YES YES YES YES –––– Bunce, Galate, Young & Francis.  ABSTAINED ABSTAINED ABSTAINED ABSTAINED –––– Baker & 

McManus.   

    

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Petillo noted that a letter pertaining to 
the status of the garbage collection & grants was included in with the tax 
bills.  She reported on the Small Cities Grant Application being submitted 
for improvements to the Civic Center; a public meeting was scheduled for 
September 12, 2009 at 10 a.m. in the Municipal Building.  Mayor Petillo 
said that she was very excited about this $378,000 grant, and 
encouraged residents to attend.  Other grant news included the award of 
$63,000 from the Sharing Available Resources Efficiently Program and 
$90,000 from the Highlands Planning Grant. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  CONSENT AGENDA:  CONSENT AGENDA:  CONSENT AGENDA:  All items with an (*) are considered to be routine by 
the Members of the Borough Council and will be enacted on by one 
motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Council member so requests in which event the item will be removed 
from the general order of business and considered in its normal 
sequence on the agenda. 

A. #307-09 Approve Payment of Escrows.* 
B. #308-09 Approve Outside Lien Redemption Certificate #2008-6 

in the amount of $3,680.00 plus the premium in the amount of 
$500.* 

C. #309-09 Approve Outside Lien Redemption Certificate #2008-30 
in the amount of $4,020.97 plus premium in the amount of 
$500.* 

D. #310-09 Approve Outside Lien Redemption Certificate #2008-4 
in the amount of $3,631.53 plus premium in the amount of 
$400.* 

E. #311-09 Approve Outside Lien Redemption Certificate #2008019 
in the amount of $2,356.22 plus premium in the amount of 
$300.* 

F. #312-09 Approve Outside Lien Redemption Certificate #2005006 
in the amount of $35,899.78 plus premium in the amount of 
$11,700.* 

G. #313-09 Approve Waiver for 2009 1st Quarter Interest for Block 
41001, Lot 31.* 

H. #314-09 Approve Refund of Monies Due to Overpayment of 3rd 
Quarter 2009 Taxes for 13 properties.* 

I. #315-09 Approve Chapter 159 for Highlands TDR Feasibility 
Grant in the amount of $25,000.* 
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J. #316-09 Approve Chapter 159 for the DOT Transportation 
Enhancement Program Fund in the amount of $252,000.00.* 

K. #317-09 Approve Chapter 159 for Sharing Available Resources 
Efficiently Program in the amount of $63,608.* 

L. #318-09 Approve Chapter 159 for ANJEC 2009 Smart Growth 
Planning Grant Project in the amount of $1,875.* 

M. #319-09 Approve Cancellation of Insufficient Fund Fee in the 
amount of $20 for Account #1851024484-0.*        . 

N. #320-09 Approve Firemen: R. Peterson & M. Rey, II for Company 
#4 & #3 respectively.* 

O. #321-09 Approve Raffle License #RA 24-2009 Hopatcong Chief’s 
Football Parent Assoc. for a Calendar Raffle.* 

P. #322-09 Approve Raffle License #RA 25-2009 St. Jude Church for 
Pop Up Raffles.* 

Consent agenda motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Vote was 
unanimous.  

    

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES: 

A. Ord. #29-2009 ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG, 

COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO SUPPLEMENT 

SECTION 38-17 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG 

REGARDING OFF DUTY POLICE FEES. Open to public for comment. 
Mrs. Haines asked that this ordinance be explained.   Mr. Ursin 

stated that the Board of Education contracts with the Borough for 
police services at an hourly rate, which includes a 15% charge for 
other payroll costs besides salary.  Because of the positive working 
relationship with the School Board, the governing body reduced 
this fee to 5%.  Louise Bagby from Stevens Trail wondered why we 
charge the school anything; just a question.  Motion by Bunce, 
seconded by Galate.  Roll Call Vote:  YES YES YES YES –––– Bunce, Galate, 
McManus, Young, Baker & Francis. 

B. Ord. #30-2009 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 43-6 OF THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG ENTITLED 

“SALARY SCHEDULES”.  Open to public for comment, none was 
forthcoming.   Since there were outstanding questions regarding 
this ordinance Bunce moved to table, seconded by McManus.  The 
vote was unanimous.   

C. Ord. #31-2009 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HOPATCONG, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG TO 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING PROVISIONS ESTABLISHING THE 

BOROUGH “HOTEL AND MOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX”. Open to public 
for comment, none was received.  Moved by Francis, seconded by 
Young.  Roll Call Vote:  YES YES YES YES –––– Francis, Young, Baker, Galate, 
McManus & Bunce. 
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D. Ord. #32-2009 AMEND CHAPTER 63 OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG TO INCLUDE ARTICLE III 

“ENTERTAINMENT LICENSES”.  Open to public for comment, none 
was forthcoming. Moved by Young, seconded by Galate. President 
Galate commented that this was a very well written ordinance, 
which allows the Police Department to control and enforce proper 
behavior in the establishments.  Roll Call Vote:  YES YES YES YES –––– Young, 

Galate, McManus, Baker, Bunce & Francis.   

E. Ord. #33-2009 ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG, 

COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 108 

ENTITLED “FEES” ESTABLISHING ARTICLE 3- FILMING PERMIT 

REQUIREMENT AND FEES.  Open to the public for comment. Mrs. 

Haines inquired if this ordinance included individuals.  Mr. Ursin 
noted the definition in the ordinance; pertains to commercial 
filming.   A minor amendment was adopted. President Galate 

moved the ordinance as amended, seconded by Young.  Roll Call 

Vote:  YES YES YES YES –––– Galate, Young, Baker, Bunce, Francis & McManus.  
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

   

RESOLUTIONS: 

A. #323-09 Approve Payment of Bills following the removal of 
checks #26989, #27035, #26998, #27080, 27002, & #27009. 

Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – 

Bunce, Galate, Baker, Francis, McManus, Young.  
B. #324-09 Authorize Payment of checks #26989, #27035, #26998, 

#27080 & #27009. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Francis. Roll 
Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Francis, Baker, McManus. ABSTAINED:ABSTAINED:ABSTAINED:ABSTAINED: 

Galate, Young.    
C. #325-09 Authorize payment of check #27002. Motioned by 

Baker, seconded by Francis. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES - Baker, Francis, 

Galate, McManus, Young. ABSTAINEDABSTAINEDABSTAINEDABSTAINED – Bunce.  

D. #326-09 Authorize Mayor and Administrator to Execute an 
Agreement between the Borough of Hopatcong and the Highlands 
Water Protection & Planning Council Grant funds in the amount of 
$25,000. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: 
YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, Baker, Francis, McManus, Young.  

E. #327-09 Authorize Mayor & Clerk to Execute an Agreement 
between the Borough of Hopatcong and the Division of Local 
Government Services for the SHARE Program Grant funds in the 
amount of $63,608. Motioned by Galate, seconded by Bunce. Roll 
Call Vote: YES – Galate, Bunce, Baker, Francis, McManus, Young.  

F. #328-09 Authorize Administrator to Execute a Release & 
Subrogation Agreement with the NJ Spill Compensation Fund in 
exchange for the payment of $23,645.66. Motioned by Bunce, 
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seconded by Galate.  Roll Call Vote:  YES YES YES YES –––– Bunce, Galate, 

McManus, Young, Baker & Francis. 
G. #329-09 Authorize Issuance of Bond Anticipation Notes in the 

Amount of $5,669,795. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. 
Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, Baker, Francis, Young. 
ABSTAINEDABSTAINEDABSTAINEDABSTAINED – McManus.  

H. #330-09 Approve 2009/2010 Appointing Resolution for Crossing 
Guards. Motioned by Young, seconded by Bunce. Roll Call Vote: 
YESYESYESYES – Young, Bunce, Baker, Francis, Galate, McManus.  

I. #331-09 Appoint Laura Burns as part/time Deputy Municipal 
Clerk. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by McManus. Roll Call Vote: 
YESYESYESYES – Bunce, McManus, Baker, Francis, Galate, Young.  

J. #332-09 Authorize Confirmation of Board of Health Employees: 
B. Dunster & M. Koegler. Motioned by Galate, seconded by Bunce. 
Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Galate, Bunce, Baker, Francis, McManus, 

Young.  
K. #333-09 Authorize Confirmation of J. Pagano as per diem 

Emergency Deputy Court Administrator. Motioned by Bunce, 
seconded by Young.  Those present voted affirmative. 

L. #334-09 Rescind Resolution #232-09 Morris County CO-OP for 
Road Paving 2009, for Tilcon. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by 
Galate. Roll Call Vote:  YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, Baker, Francis, 

McManus, Young.  
M. #335-09 Award Bid for Road Resurfacing Project 2009 to Top 

Line Construction Corp. in an amount not to exceed $310,250.  
Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – 

Bunce, Galate, Baker, Francis, McManus, Young.  
N. #336-09 Authorize State Contract with Neopost for Postage 

Machine Upgrade. Motioned by Galate, seconded by Baker. Roll 
Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Galate, Baker, Bunce, Francis, McManus, Young.  

O. #337-09 Authorize Morris County Cooperative Pricing Council 
Contract #15-C for one cab/chassis dump truck 2009 Utility 
Vehicle to Deluxe International Trucks, Inc. in an amount not to 

exceed $77,426.11. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll 
Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, Baker, Francis, McManus, Young.  

P. #338-09 Authorize Morris County CO-OP Contract #15-D, Item 
#4-A for DOMEX dump body to Tony Sanchez LTD Sales/Services 
in an amount not to exceed $24,944.00. Motioned by Bunce, 
seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, Baker, 
Francis, McManus, Young.  

Q. #339-09 Authorize Contract with Cornell Equipment Company for 
one steel plow in an amount not to exceed $14,079.00. Motioned 
by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, Galate, 

Baker, Francis, McManus, Young.  
    

OLD BUSINESS: 
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A. Solar Energy Project – Update.  Mr. Ursin informed those present 
that we were ready to solicit RFPs.  He has discussed this matter 
with the School Board attorney, and the consensus is to jointly 
retain an expert, which will be done.  Council President Galate 
noted that the costs associated with this is passed on to the 
contractor, not something that is paid by either the Borough or 
Board of Education.   

    

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Request from S. Van Valkenburg to have municipal water for 4 
Russell Rd. for fire sprinkler.  Following a discussion, it was 
determined that a water connection could be made but only for 
fire suppression. #340-09 Approve Connection at 4 Russell Road 
to Municipal Water for Fire Suppression Only.  Motioned by Bunce, 
seconded by McManus. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES – Bunce, McManus, 

Baker, Francis, Galate, Young.  
B. #341-09 Appoint Michael H. Brunson as alternate member of the 

Lake Hopatcong Commission, through 12/31/09. Motioned by 
Bunce, seconded by Baker.  The vote was unanimous.   

C. #342-09 Appoint Mark Jenkins to fill the unexpired term of L. 
Hawkins for the Hopatcong Zoning Board of Adjustment and 
appoint Estelle Klein as alternate member. Motioned by Galate, 
seconded by Bunce.  Those present voted affirmative.  Mayor 
Petillo thanked Linda Hawkins for her service to the Board. 

D. Discussion – Ordinance to amend zoning setbacks for accessory 
structures.   Councilperson Francis reported that the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment supports the change because of the small lots in 
Hopatcong; reduces the number of feet for a structure located at a 
sideline from 10 feet to 3 feet.  Mr. Ursin remarked that the 

number of accessory buildings is capped in the ordinance. 
Councilwoman McManus questioned how much more land these 
building would be covering.   Mayor Petillo raised the issue if three 
feet was too close.  Mr. Ursin questioned if this structure could be 
attached to a principal structure.  Councilman Francis responded 
that it must have its own walls.  The consensus was to introduce 

the ordinance at the next meeting. 
E. Discussion – Ordinance to establish new position of part-time 

Recycling Operator.  Mayor Petillo remarked that this was to 
establish a new hourly position; they would work on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays.  The maximum is set at $16.00 per hour & the 
minimum is $12.00.  Councilman Bunce moved the introduction: 

Ord.  #34-2009 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HOPATCONG, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AMENDING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG TO 

ESTABLISH THE NEW POSITION OF PART-TIME RECYCLING 

OPERATOR, moved by Bunce, seconded by Francis.  
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Councilmember McManus inquired if the men who were laid off 
get to work this position.  Mayor Petillo commented that it is 
recommended that they apply.  She revealed that this new position 
was part of the work reduction and savings package. This change 
was made because we use to pay our DPW employees overtime 
pay.  Councilwoman McManus wished to know if this was explored 
with the Blue Collar Union.   Mr. Ursin said that he knows that the 

DPW Superintendent and Administrator had discussed this matter.  
Roll Call Vote:  YES YES YES YES ––––    Bunce, Francis, Galate, Young & Baker.  NO NO NO NO –––– 

McManus.  

F. The Borough of Hopatcong will be the contract-purchaser in a 
contract to purchase property for Open Space from Bhadresh 
Patel. Mr. Ursin noted that professional services were required to 
move this purchase along.  As in the past, quotes have been 
solicited, and he is recommending the low bidders for Appraisal, 
Environmental & Survey services; he is familiar with all three 
companies because they have done work for Hopatcong in the 
past. #344-09 Authorize Professional Services for Mackoff, 
Dykstra & PAR-PK Environmental paid for from Open Space Trust 
Fund. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll Call Vote: YESYESYESYES 

– Bunce, Galate, Baker, Francis, McManus, Young.   
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  None 

    

PUBLIC COMMENT:    (comments limited to 5 minutes).  Jim Trainor 60 

Ithanell Road said that he appreciated the changes to the existing Zoning 
Ordinance because he has a very narrow lot, and this would allow him 
have a storage shed on his property; he thinks it is good for the residents 
and good for the town. 
Toni Haines asked where the money was coming from to hire the experts 
for the solar project.  Mr. Ursin remarked that he knows there is money; 
the CFO would identify the line item.  Regarding the hiring of employees 
for the new Recycling position, they should check with Civil Service and 
see if this is allowed.  Mrs. Haines wanted to know how much sewer was 

paid for this month.  Councilman Bunce informed her that we are paying 
for what we use; we have 580,000 gallons allotted & are not paying for 
that much.  Mrs. Haines also asked if the per diem snow plow operators 
would be on our insurance.  Mr. Ursin responded that they would be.  
Mrs. Haines wished to know if they would be drug tested and meet the 
criteria for our other DPW employees.  Mayor Petillo said that the per 
diem individuals would be used to give our employees a break; your 
roads will be plowed as in the past, we have enough staff to handle the 
snow plowing.  
Toni Haines reported that there was a house on Knox Way which is 
Borough owned that has 6 dogs and all they do is bark continuously; she 
would like this matter addressed.  Also there is a corner house that parks 
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5 or 6 business trucks and equipment in a residential area; this too 
should be looked into.  The last item was that stickers for bulk items 

should be enforced because items are being left at the curb for 2 or 3 
weeks. 

Chris Colabella represented Dafter LLC and was invited to discuss the 
matter of COAH units.  He said that they are trying to file an extension 
because their approval is about to expire.  Mr. Ursin reported that the 
governing body authorizes $5,000 per unit at the last meeting; the COAH 
Trust has about $51,000 in the account.  He noted that their demand for 
$20,000 exceeds the money in the account; the governing body was 
willing to support the project, but not at $20,000 per unit.  Mr. Ursin told 

Mr. Colabella to speak with his client and get back to him.  Mr. Colabella 
said that he would work with Mr. Ursin. 

Greg Mason agreed that an expert was necessary for the solar farm 
project; he has some experience with this type of development and 
knows how important it is to have a reliable professional.  Mr. Mason 
requested a list of the streets, which are on the paving list. He inquired 
about road paving after sewer connections have been installed. Mr. Ursin 
responded that the Engineer approves roads and the conditions of 
paving.  Mr. Mason noted a place on Dartmouth Trail that needed 
attention.  He thinks that there should be two people working at the 
Recycling Center for better control of the premises.   
Margaret Dam from Blackfoot Trail reported that she received her letter 
and congratulated the Council for getting all of the grants.  It is nice to 
hear good news. 
Louise Bagby asked about the solar energy project.  Mr. Ursin commented 
that the site is nearly perfect and that with several schools being in close 
proximity they become the customers. He noted that all options would be 
explored to see what is best for both the School Board & Borough. The 
consultants they have in mind are the ones that were responsible for the 
Meadowlands project.  Mrs. Bagby expressed concern that the part-time  
position for Recycling Operator as well as the per diem snow plowing.  
Mayor Petillo interjected that our DPW was doing most of the plowing; 
this is no different than what other towns do to give their DPW a break.  
Louis Bagby raised the issue of deer and the huge amount of property 
damage these animals cause.  Councilmember Bunce spoke about a 
committee that looked into controlling deer population 5 or 6 years ago.  
Councilman Francis said he has done research on control deer hunting 
and the relationship between Lyme’s Disease and deer population; our 
deer are out-of-control.  His recommendation is for a controlled deer 

hunt with archery under State regulations. 
Lorraine Everard resides at 109 Rollins Trail remarked that she looked 

into the ordinance change from 10 feet to 3 feet, and what other towns 
do; she did not favor this reduction of the sideline area. 
Mike Brunson inquired if there might be any interest in a bear hunt.   
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Mayor Petillo congratulated Michael for being appointed as an alternate 
member of the Lake Hopatcong Commission. 
Council President Galate moved to close the public comment period, 
seconded by Bunce.  Those present voted affirmative.      
    

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Council President Galate thanked everyone for 
coming, and welcomed School Superintendent Charles Maranzano, Jr. 
Councilperson Francis thanked the residents for attending and Mike 
Brunson for his volunteering to serve on the Lake Commission. He noted 
that he is really excited about the solar energy project, and wished all a 
good night & good luck. 
Councilmember Young thanked everyone for coming out this evening, 
congratulated Dr. Maranzano, Jr., and said that he really liked what he 
saw at the Hudson Maxim School.  He cautioned people to drive carefully 
because school starts tomorrow; football begins Friday, Sept. 11th; keep 
our Service Men & Woman in your prayers.    

Councilwoman McManus thanked the public for attending and said that 
the school buildings looked impressive.  She asked everyone to 
remember Labor Day; Grandparents Day later this month and September 
11th.  She wished all a good night. 
Councilman Bunce welcomed Charles Maranzano, Jr., the school facilities 
appear to be in good shape; wished him good luck in his new position. 
He noted that Labor Day was an occasion to acknowledge the people who 
built this Country, and asked residents not to forget 9/11, but remember 
those who lost their lives; wished all a good night. 
Councilperson Baker thanked all for coming, told Dr. Maranzano that he 
was looking forward to working with him & wished him well. He also 
remarked that the grants are wonderful and said good night. 
Mayor Petillo welcomed Charles and congratulated Michael. She informed 
those present that the CERT Team van has been beautifully painted by 
Tony Sanchez, and thanked him for this donation. The 9/11 
Remembrance is being held at Maxim Glenn at 6:30 p.m.; encouraged 
residents to attend this memorial service.  Mayor Petillo thanked everyone 
for coming and asked them to drive carefully. 
 

Council President Galate moved to adjourn at 9:40 p.m., seconded by 
Bunce.  The vote was unanimous. 

 

Respectfully submitted:   
 

    

 


