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The June 16, 2010 regular/work meeting was called to order by Mayor 

Petillo at 6:34 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 111 River Styx Road, 

Hopatcong, NJ. 

 

Mayor Petillo announced this meeting is held in accordance with the 1975 
Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4#6 et seq., annual notice having 
been forwarded to the New Jersey Herald/New Jersey Sunday Herald, the 
Daily Record, The Star Ledger, and posted on the bulletin board 
maintained in the Municipal Building for public announcements. 
 

ROLL CALL: Councilmembers present – Howard Baker, Richard Bunce, 
Michael Francis, Marie Galate, Madeline McManus & John Young.  Others 
present: Attorney John Ursin, Administrator Catherine Steinel & Clerk 
Lorraine Stark. 

 

Councilperson Bunce moved resolution for closed session at 6:35 p.m., 
seconded by Galate. The vote was unanimous.  Mayor Petillo reported the 
matters to be discussed pertained to Police Grant opportunities and Tax 
Appeals. 
 

Continue open session at 7:35 p.m. 
  

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

PRESENTATION: Municipal Budget by Auditor Paul Lerch of Lerch, Vinci & 
Higgins, LLP. Mayor Petillo introduced Borough Auditor Paul Lerch. Mr. 
Lerch had prepared a Power Point presentation to explain the 2010 Fiscal 
Year Budget; he noted that he has broken the information down to make 
it easier to understand. He began by explaining the revenues, which has 
increased a total of 2.3%.  Mr. Lerch informed those present that the 
budget’s two components consist of revenues and expenditures, and that 
you have to look at these into 2011, not just 2010. He provided grafts 
that explained where the Budget dollars come from: General Taxation, 
Delinquent Taxes; Miscellaneous; State & Federal Grants, State Aid, 
Municipal Revenue & Surplus Anticipated. Regarding the Budget 
Spending, he explained those line items that increased such as the 
Reserve for Uncollected Taxes, and Statutory & Fixed Charges that the 
Borough has no control over such as pension fees. Paul provided a slide 
explaining where the 2010 Budget Appropriation dollars go.  Overall the 
average Hopatcong homeowner will be faced with an increase of $116.  
For every dollar collected 28 cents is for Municipal, 53 cents is for the 
School and 19 cents for the County.  Mr. Lerch stated that 2010 was a 
difficult year, and hopefully 2011 would not be as difficult. 
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1)  Public Hearing – Mayor Petillo open the meeting to the public 
for the questions.  Irving Ellner a resident from 133 Marla Road 
inquired about the repaving budget and what percentage of the 
monies budgeted were for roads within the sewer area.  Mr. 
Ruschke responded that he believed a high percentage were within 
the sewer area; the DPW Superintendent identifies the roads that 
are going to be paved. Mr. Ellner also wanted to know where in the 
budget is the maintenance of the tennis courts and who is 
responsible.  Councilman Young responded that he believes we 
share the cost for maintenance with the Board of Education. 

Administrator Steinel reported that the Civic Center was our 
responsibility; monies budgeted in a line item found on page 40C.  
Mr. Ellner questioned what could be done with the solar panels for 
the landfill for only $30,000, and if this was a viable project.  Mrs. 
Steinel commented that yes, this was a viable project, and that we 
were looking to bond the money; the Borough had to put money 
upfront before it could get their money back.  Regarding the 
Budget Summary Sheet, Mrs. Steinel explained that an employee 
was added to the Water Utility and that employee salaries were 
being split between the water & sewer accounts; wages & salaries 
line decreased due to the lay#offs last year. In addition, 
Administrator Steinel noted that some expenses were now properly 
aligned to where they belong, and that not all revenues were shown 
at this time because we have not received a commitment for some 

of the grants (referring to Police Department for one).   
Councilperson Bunce moved to close public hearing for budget, 
seconded by Baker.  Those present voted affirmative. 
 

Councilwoman Galate thanked the Finance Committee, 

Administrator and CFO for their hard work on the budget.  
Councilman Bunce commented that our financial situation is 

changing for the better.  Mayor Petillo thanked Paul Lerch for his 
presentation, which was very informative, and thanked him for his 
leadership.  
2)  #231#10 Adoption of 2010 Municipal Budget, moved by Council 
President Francis, seconded by Bunce.  Roll Call Vote:  YES – 
Francis, Bunce, Galate, Young & Baker.  PRESENT – McManus. 
 

Mayor Petillo called for a ten minute recess before introducing her 
two guests. 

 

Meeting continued at 8:11 p.m.  Mayor Petillo thanked those in 
attendance for coming, and said that she wanted to take this 
opportunity to honor two of our firemen for their 50 years of 
service; always a pleasure to honor a lifetime commitment for 
community service from Marty Rosenbaum, a member of 



 3 

Northwood Engine Company #2 and Jim Sutton, a member of 
Defiance Engine Company #3.  Mayor Petillo thanked Marty & Jim 
for the 50 years of dedication to the residents of Hopatcong.  A 
brief recess was held to serve cake.  

 

Continued open session at 8:29 p.m. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Meeting open to public for comments on items on the 
agenda for which no public discussion is provided. (Comments limited to 
5 minutes).  Larry Kron said that he was present to discuss item B under 
new business, request for sewer allocation.  Mr. Ruschke revealed that an 
application was filed in 2008, and it is unclear whether or not a sewer 
allocation was issued. He commented that the system could accept this 
home, recommended that it be accepted from June 2008.  Mr. Kron 
stated that they agree to pay for any back fees.  Resolution #256#10– 
Authorize Sewer Allocation for Blk. 40105, Lots 4 & 26 retro#active to 
June 2008, Councilman Bunce moved, seconded by Young. Those present 
voted affirmative, except for an abstention by Galate. 
Mara Modes a resident of 3 Ithanell Road inquired about the Clothing Bin 
at Firehouse #4, and if the clothing was going to be shredded. 
Administrator Steinel responded that a notice would be placed on the bin 
informing the public whether or not the items would be shredded.  
Councilwoman Galate moved to close the public comment period, 
seconded by Bunce.  The vote was unanimous. 
  

Council President Francis moved approval of regular/ work meeting April 
21, 2010, regular meeting May 5, 2010, seconded by Young. The vote 
was unanimous. Councilperson Bunce moved approval of special meeting 
May 10, 2010, seconded by Galate.  Those present voted affirmative, 
except for an abstention by Baker. 
 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Mrs. Steinel reported that the resolution 
regarding the “Best Practices” is to let the State know that we have a plan; 
commit in writing that we have a written plan and would be putting it into 
practice. 

Emergency Repairs Resolution – Administrator Steinel informed those 
present that 3 quotations for the air conditioning repairs were received, 
and the only way to move forward with the repairs was to declare a health 
emergency.  The monies are in the 2010 Capital Budget, but due to the 
timing we had to move forward in this manner.  She requested that the 
governing body look favorably on this resolution.  
DPW JIF Certificate – The Department of Public Works has been given a 
Certificate of Achievement and awarded $300 for safety equipment.  The 
JIF performed unscheduled safety inspections, and the DPW received 
outstanding results. 
Department of Environmental Protection – The Borough has received 
notice that the DEP wants the weekend water tests, now requiring water 
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sampling 7 days a week.  Mrs. Steinel commented that she thought that a 
plan was in place; however the employees reneged on the arrangement.  
Rob Lawler has taken over this responsibility, and is doing the water 
testing on the weekends. Administrator Steinel suggested that a 
reasonable stipend for the 52 weeks per year would be $5,000.  No 
action was taken at this time. 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT:  John Ruschke was present. 
Streetscape Project – Mr. Ruschke reported that the pre#construction 
meeting was scheduled for tomorrow, and that the bids were below the 
grant fund amount.  
2010 Paving Program – Mr. Ruschke has prepared bid specs because last 
year the bid price was below the Morris County Co#Op and there are 
other benefits to having a bid contractor pave the roads instead of the 
Morris County C#OP vendor.  The consensus was to proceed with 
advertisement of bid. 

Water System Update – The DEP has issued authorization to activate the 
Marine and Bay view Wells; both require some capital improvements. John 
also noted that he was trying to avoid treating for iron content, and that 
he continues to work with the DEP on activating the Rand Street Well. 
Elba Point Project – John Ruschke revealed that the DEP is showing 
disapproval of this project, however, they have provided some guidance.  
One of the issues is that this would be an emergency backup system, and 
told the Borough to look at other municipal connections suggesting 
Roxbury and Stanhope; Mrs. Steinel sent letters to these municipalities.  
Mr. Ruschke cited several problems with Roxbury and Stanhope, such as 
distance and additional costs.  He is looking into the options that are 
available to Hopatcong.  He also noted that we have a million dollar grant 
and the Borough must spend 2 million on a project to receive the full 
million dollars. Mr. Ruschke informed those present that the DEP is 
requiring a portable emergency generator. Mr. Ruschke stated that he 
may recommend a project that meets our immediate needs.  
Councilperson Bunce said that he was not interested in a pipe line to 
Roxbury or Stanhope; did not want to spend a fortune lying pipe.  Mayor 
Petillo remarked that we are looking at all of our options to improve our 
source for water.  She thanked Mr. Ruschke. 

Dibert Road Vacation – Mr. Ursin reported that some time ago a resident 
asked to buy the property to build a 2 car garage.  Both he and John 
Ruschke looked at this site and it is not practical to vacate this property; 
we would have to give up more than 50% of the right of way, which is not 
a good idea. Mr. Ruschke recommended that the resident pay for a 
property survey to determine to what extent this structure would infringe 
within the ROW.  Councilman Bunce said that he looked at the property 
and does not have a problem with the vacation of this land.  Council 
President Francis commented that he would like to see an accurate 

picture/survey with the dimensions of the structure. Mr. Ursin explained 
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that there are going to be hundreds of requests if you permit this one; 
one#half of the vacation would go to each property owner, and the 
Borough could not charge for this land.  If you asked his advice, he would 
say that this was not a good policy.  Councilmember McManus said that 
she for one will vote against this; we would be setting bad policy.  
Council President Francis remarked that each request stands on its own 
merit, not necessarily establishing a broad policy.  Mr. Ursin will tell the 
homeowner that the governing body members will look at the property, 
and that he should get a survey and make the area where the garage is to 
be constructed marked so that they could better visually see what is 
being proposed.    
  

Mayor Petillo informed those present that she would like a motion to 
move F. in the consent agenda, the resolution for the St. Jude Rosary 
Society to item J. under resolutions, moved by Bunce, seconded by Galate.  
Those present voted affirmative.  Mayor Petillo noted that because we 
didn’t have another meeting, these would be contingent upon the clerk 
receiving the complete paperwork. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items with an (*) are considered to be routine by 
the Members of the Borough Council and will be enacted on by one 
motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Council member so requests in which event the item will be removed 
from the general order of business and considered in its normal 
sequence on the agenda. 

A. #232#10 Approve Payment of Escrows.* 
B. #233#10 Approve Refund of Monies Due to Overpayment of 2nd

 

Quarter Taxes for 10 properties.* 
C. #234#10 Approve Firemen A. Ioffredo & R. Allen for Defiance 

Engine Co. #3.* 
D. #235#10 Approve Raffle License Applications #14 & 15#2010 for 

Highlighters Baton & Dance Corps Parent Association for a 50/50 
& Tricky Tray.* 

E. #236#10 Approve Bingo License Application BA #1#2010 for St. 
Jude Church.* 

Consent agenda motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Vote 
was unanimous.  

 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES: 

       A.  Public Hearing Ord. #11#2010 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING 
FOR VARIOUS 2010 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH 

OF HOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE 

”BOROUGH”); APPROPRIATING $1,416,208 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING 
THE ISSUANCE OF $1,345,397 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO 
FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS THEREOF.  Open to the public for comment.  
Heinz Torster a resident of 137 Marla Road, inquired what precisely does 
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the bonds cover.  He was referred to a copy of the ordinance that was 
available to the public.  He also wanted to know what the interest rate for 
this bond would be. Administrator Steinel explained that all this 
ordinance does was to authorize the capital improvements; it does not 
authorize the debt. She provided an explanation on how the various items 
might be funded in the future, and that the market was unpredictable 
right now.  Mr. Torster questions if this needed to be put to the voters.  
Mrs. Steinel responded no only the schools were required to do that. 
Ordinance moved by Council President Francis, seconded by Bunce.  Roll 
Call Vote:  YES – Francis, Bunce, Galate, Young & Baker.  PRESENT – 
McManus. 

     B.  Public Hearing Ord. #12#2010 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR 
VARIOUS 2010 WATER UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS, BY AND IN THE BOROUGH 

OF HOPATCONG, IN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE 

“BOROUGH”); APPROPRIATING $100,000 THEREFOR FROM THE WATER 
UTILITY OF THE BOROUGH AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $71,400 
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS 

THEREOF.  Open to the public for comment, none was forthcoming.  
Ordinance moved by Bunce, seconded by Galate.  Roll Call Vote:  YES – 
Bunce, Galate, McManus, Young, Baker & Francis. 
     C.  Public Hearing Ord. #13#2010 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH 
OF HOPATCONG, COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AMENDING CHAPTER 108 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HOPATCONG TO INCLUDE A FEE FOR REDEMPTION CALCULATION 

REQUESTS.  Open to public for comment, none was received.  Ordinance 
moved by Galate, second by Young.  Roll Call Vote:  YES – Galate, Young, 
Baker, Bunce, Francis & McManus. 

     D, Public Hearing Ord. #14#2010 AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE 
MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM RANGE OF SALARY AND COMPENSATION FOR 

CERTAIN TITLES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HOPATCONG (Blue Collar).   Resolution# #237#10 Amend Ordinance 

(minor).  Bunce moved resolution, seconded by Young.  Roll Call Vote:  
YES – Bunce, Young, Baker, Francis & Galate.  ABSTAINED – McManus. 
Open to the public for comment, none was received.  Ordinance as 
amended, moveded by Bunce, seconded by Young. Roll Call Vote: YES – 
Bunce, Young, Baker, Francis, Galate. ABSTAINED: McManus.  
 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

       A. #238#10 Intro. Ord. #15#2010 ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE 

SALE OF LOT BY THE BOROUGH OF HOPATCONG TO OWNERS OF 

CONTIGUOUS PROPERTY, BLOCK 40504, LOT 64. Mr. Ursin recommended 
that an amendment be added under section (f) regarding the merger of 
the two lots. Ordinance as amended was moved by Bunce, seconded by 
Francis. Roll Call Vote: YES – Bunce, Francis, Baker, Galate, McManus, 

Young.  
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       B. #239#10 Intro. Ord. #16#2010 AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE 

MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM RANGE OF SALARY AND COMPENSATION FOR 

CERTAIN TITLES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF 

HOPATCONG (PBA). Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Roll Call 
Vote: YES – Bunce, Galate, Baker, Francis, McManus, Young.  
       

RESOLUTIONS: 

A. #240#10 Approve Payment of Bills following the removal of 
checks #28210, #28264, #28288, #2431 & #1440.  Motioned by 
Bunce, seconded by Young. Roll Call Vote: YES # Bunce, Young, 
Baker, Francis, Galate, McManus.  

B. Authorize payment of checks #28210, #28211, #28264, #28288, 
#2431, & #1440. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Young. Roll 
Call Vote: YES – Bunce, Young, Baker, Francis, Young. 
ABSTAINED: Galate.  

C. #242#10 Approve the Adoption of “Best Practices” for Awarding 
Service Contracts in Accordance with State Comptroller. Motioned 
by Bunce, seconded by Young. Roll Call Vote: YES – Bunce, Young, 
Baker, Francis, Galate, McManus.  

D. #243#10 Authorize Emergency Appropriation Air Conditioning 
System Rear of Municipal Building in an amount not to exceed 
$10,500. Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Young. Roll Call Vote: 
YES – Bunce, Young, Baker, Francis, Galate, McManus.  

E. #244#10 Approve the Continuation of Dialog with the County of 
Sussex Regarding the Consolidation of Countywide 9#1#1 
System. Councilman Bunce questioned if this resolution was 
changed from the first draft they received. Mr. Ursin remarked 
that they were only agreeing to a dialog without making any 
commitment. Councilperson Bunce noted that the earlier one 
make more of a commitment.  Motioned by Francis, seconded by 
Young.  The vote was unanimous. 

F.  #245#10 Approve 2010 Summer Recreation Program Fees as 
recommended by the Recreation Commission. Motioned by 
Young, seconded by Bunce. Those present voted affirmative.  

G. #246#10 Approve 2010#11 Liquor License Renewals. Motioned 
by Bunce, seconded by Galate. Councilmember Galate stated that 
we couldn’t do anything about getting our taxes; they should be 
paying the Borough the taxes owed. Administrator Steinel 
commented that the governing body could hold up the 
Entertainment License for non#payment of taxes if they wished.  
The vote was unanimous.   

H. #247#10 Approve 2010#11 Entertainment License# Garden State 
Yacht Club. Mayor Petillo informed those present that Cast#A#
Ways has a problem because he has a 13 year old that likes to 
sing karaoke and a 16 year old who plays the guitar; the 
ordinance does not permit this. Councilman Bunce said “that’s the 
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way it is then; thirteen year olds should not be in bars”. Mayor 
Petillo responded that was the answer. Ms. Stark reported that 
Gang Plank owes first and second quarter taxes. Mr. Ursin 
revealed that the governing body could withhold the 
Entertainment License until taxes were paid. Mrs. Steinel 
remarked that this was a brand new license, and businesses were 
currently operating without a license; the effective date for this 
new license is July 1, 2010. Mayor Petillo noted that we did not 
have a meeting scheduled before that date. Administrator Steinel 
reported that the next meeting was July 21st, and that a resolution 
could be issued contingent on the payment of taxes. Motioned by 
Bunce, seconded by Francis. Roll Call Vote: YES – Bunce, Francis, 
Baker, Galate, McManus, Young.  

I. #248#10 Approve 2010#11 Entertainment License – Cast#A#Way 
Tavern, contingent upon payment of outstanding taxes. Motioned 
by Bunce, seconded by Francis. Those present voted affirmative. 

J. #249#10 Approve 2010#11 Entertainment License – Northwood 
Inn/Kabob’s pending approval of application and payment of 
outstanding taxes. Motioned by Francis, seconded by Young.  The 
vote was unanimous. 

K. #250#10 Approve Fees for Tennis Program as recommended by 
Recreation Commission. Motioned by Young, seconded by Galate. 
Those present voted affirmative.  

L. #251#10 Authorize grant application for the 2010 Statewide 
Crackdown program. Motioned by Galate, seconded by Francis. 
The vote was unanimous.  

M.  #252#10 Authorize Raffle Licenses #16, #17, & #18 #2010 for 
St. Jude Rosary Society, pending completeness of applications, 
moved by Galate, seconded by Bunce.  The vote was unanimous.  
  

OLD BUSINESS: 

       A. Requests to install a fence in ROW at 28 Wildwood Shores Dr.; not 
a prior existing structure.  Mayor Petillo stated that she and Council 
President Francis visited the site and did not see a problem with a new 
fence. Councilman Bunce acknowledged that he too looked at the 
property and was in agreement. Council President Francis informed those 
represent that the Borough had required that the property owner keep 
the historic wall that was located on his property. Resolution # 252#10 
Approve the installation of a fence in the ROW at 28 Wildwood Shores 
Drive, moved by Francis, seconded by Young. Roll Call Vote: YES – 
Francis, Young, Baker, Bunce, Galate, McManus.  
       B. Clothing Shed Bin – Administrator Steinel reported that Mr. 
Ruschke said that the bid was in order. Mr. Ruschke informed those 

present that he did review the bid, and didn’t see any problem with it. 
Mrs. Steinel noted that in the contract it would be defined whether or not 

the clothing would be shredded so that the public would know. Mr. Ursin 
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revealed that the bid specifies that the clothing be usable and not 
shredded.   Resolution # #254#10 Clothing Shed Bid for Hopatcong Hills 
Fire Company #4 – Award Bid to Turnkey Enterprises, LLC, moved by 
Francis, seconded by Young.  The vote was unanimous.  
       C. Goldmeier property sewer charges # #255#10 Approve notice of 
connect for 144 Brooklyn Stanhope Road, reset sewer charge date. Mayor 
Petillo noted that the property owner never received a notice to connect. 
Motioned by Bunce, seconded by Young. Those present voted affirmative. 
 

Councilmember Galate inquired if they could go back to Ordinance #16#
2010; she voted in favor and would like to abstain, which was her original 
intent.  After giving this request some thought, Mr. Ursin reported that if 
she felt that she had a conflict in this matter, she should have the 
opportunity to set the record straight and re#vote on the ordinance. The 
proper procedure would be to bring the issue back up and re#vote. 
Councilman Bunce moved to re#vote on Ordinance #16#2010, seconded 

by Francis.  Roll Call Vote:  YES – Bunce, Francis, McManus, Young & 
Baker.  ABSTAINED – Galate.    

              

NEW BUSINESS: 

       A. Informational – Hopatcong DPW Certificate of Achievement Award 
from JIF in the amount of $300 for safety equipment. 
        B. Sewer application for Block 40105 Lots 4 & 26, 8#8A Keith Road 
(Chaplin Homes).    This matter was authorized earlier in the meeting. 
 

Mayor Petillo read a letter from Basil Castrovinci a resident of Hopatcong 
for over 11 years.  In his letter Mr. Castrovinci acknowledged that he had 
two unpleasant incidents that required attention by the Hopatcong Police 
Department. He found his dealings with the police personnel to be 
efficient and the officers to be professional, detail oriented, courteous 
and extremely competent. He encouraged the governing body to continue 
to provide a viable Police Department staffed with the same character of 
officer he met during his incidents.  
  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Councilperson Young reported that the Recreation 
Commission met last night and they were moving ahead with the Summer 
Recreation Program, the rates remain the same as 2009.  Summer 
Basketball is underway, and that there were 27 contestants for the 4 age 
groups during the Ms. Hopatcong Pageant.  The following were selected 
as the Pageant Winners: Little Ms. Megan Redstone, Mini Ms. Christy 
Brennan, Junior Ms. Alexis Mott & Ms. Hopatcong Cristina Pena. He 
thanked everyone who worked at making this pageant a success. 
Council President Francis noted that we don’t want to rush into a solar 

project, reviewing some new legislation that would be beneficial to the 
town. We plan on continuing with our efforts, and see how things play 
out. 
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Councilperson McManus said that the Environmental Commission was 
busy with several projects, every member was working diligently, and 
there would be a table at Hopatcong Days manned by Commission 
members. 

Councilman Bunce reported that the Borough was working with the N.J. 
Land Conservancy on a number of properties that have been offered for 
donations, and we just introduced an ordinance to sell a property to a 
contiguous owner. The Lake Hopatcong Commission has received two 
grants; these are for the weed harvesting program, which would be 
getting underway in the near future. He informed those present that 
water chestnuts have been found in a section of the lake, and asked that 
if residents find them to call the Lake Commission.  Councilman Bunce 

remarked that the Lake Commission was also looking at receiving more 
funding in the future. 
Mayor Petillo reported that there was money available to complete the 
project in Maxim Glen Park and there are plans to expand the field at 
Veteran’s Field using Open Space money.  Councilmember Young noted 
that type of field that was in short supply was baseball, and that type of 
field is not lighted at Veteran’s.   Mayor Petillo asked for volunteers for a 
committee to review ordinances.  Howard Baker, John Young & Mike 
Francis volunteered their services. Howard was selected by Mayor Petillo 
as chairman.  

     

PUBLIC COMMENT: (comments limited to 5 minutes).  Louise Bagby 
Stevens Trail said that last December a resolution was adopted pertaining 
to the Highlands Act, at that time it was said that we would move forward 
with another step in June.  She wanted to know what was happening.  Mr. 
Ursin explained that December 8th, 2009 was the deadline for COAH, and 
Hopatcong has requested an extension.   The Highlands Planning does 
not have a deadline. 

Ms. Bagby inquired about the money for not opposing the power line 
project, and did we have the plans.  Administrator Steinel said that we 
haven’t received any money.   The environmental impact has been 
discussed but we have not seen the PSE &G plans.  Mr. Ursin informed 
those present that the construction in Hopatcong is in a very small (10 
acres or less) and remote area behind the Quarry; there is no roadway to 
access that location.      

Councilperson Bunce moved to close public comment period, seconded 
by Young.  Those present voted affirmative. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilwoman Galate remarked that everyone had 
a wonderful time at the Memorial Day Parade, and that Sue Parichuk 
organized the best parade to date.  She also thanked the Finance 
Committee, as well as Elide & John Young for the wonderful Miss 
Hopatcong Pageant; she was glad that the Recreation Commission had 
brought this event back. July 10th

 & 11
th Hopatcong Days, parade begins 
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at St. Jude on Saturday at 10 a.m.; informed everyone that there would be 
events and concessions at the park.  In addition, the weekend would also 
encompass Emergency Services Day. Councilperson Galate thanked Marty 
and Jim for their combined one hundred years of service; they deserve a 
lot of credit for their commitment.  She said that the DPW award was in 

part due to the good management of the department, and that our Police 
are the unsung heroes in our community.  Mrs. Galate remarked that 
without Catherine our budget would be in shambles, thanking her for the 
leadership. Wished everyone a good night and thanked them for coming. 
Councilman Young thanked everyone for coming, the Finance Committee, 
Sue Parichuk, Peter Kellogg for his donation and use of his property, the 
Szucs family for their work with the Miss Hopatcong Pageant, and Vito 
Castoro for providing the banner across Lakeside Blvd. Mr. Young noted 
the successful 5k run/walk event to raise funds for Jordan that had over 

850 participants.  He also encouraged people to drive carefully, and to 
have an enjoyable July 4th; good night.     
Councilmember McManus thanked the residents for coming, and the two 
firemen for their service; wished all a good night. 
Councilman Bunce wished a Happy Father’s Day & July 4th to those 
present, and congratulated Jim & Marty. He said that Mr. Kellogg is always 
generous to our town and does other things in addition to the Annual 
Charity Hike.  
Councilperson Baker thanked everyone for coming; he too enjoyed the 
Memorial Day Parade and especially the ceremony at the end. He 
expressed his profound respect for Marty Rosenbaum and Jim Sutton, and 
wished all a good night. 
Mayor Petillo congratulated Marty & Jim. She informed those present that 
seven Girl Scouts received their Silver Award, congratulating them on this 
achievement. Mayor Petillo noted that Jacki Hangley did a wonderful job 
in organizing the Charity Hike once again this year, and thanked her & 
Peter Kellogg.  She acknowledged Betty Reed for her 30 years as a Girl 
Scout Leader. 

 

Council President Francis moved to adjourn at 10:30 p.m., seconded by 
Bunce. Those present voted affirmative. 
Respectfully submitted: 
 


